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ambitious man to seize the power. And such a one was at
hand in Andronicus Comnenus, whose dashing qualities seem
to have made him a popular favourite in Constantinople, in
spite of his disservices to the Empire. A born intriguer, in
politics as well as in love, it was partly to get rid of his
dangerous presence that Manuel had employed him on two
occasions so disastrously in Cilicia. Now he saw his chance
and took it. Making himself the champion of the Greeks
versus the Latins, he won over not only the people of Con-
stantinople but also the army to his cause, had no difficulty
in ousting Mary of Antioch from the government, and was
himself proclaimed joint Emperor with Alexius in 1183. He
instituted a regular holocaust in the imperial family, to get
rid of all possible rivals. His principal victims were the
Empress-mother, Alexius himself, whose widow Agnes he
married, and Alexius' half-sister and her husband. The
methods of the "enlightened tyrant" seem to have been
the guiding principle of his reign. He was savagely brutal
to the aristocracy, a friend to the lower classes, especially in
the provinces where some measure of prosperity began to
reappear, and a patron of learning and the arts.
But he had not time to establish his regime.   His policy League of
of murder not only ranged the aristocracy against him; it ?£m^ **,
provoked foreign invasion as well.   For, as a preliminary to sicilyaga^st
obtaining power in 1183, acting as champion of the anti-Latin Andronictis
party, he had won popular favour by instituting a massacre
of the Latins in Constantinople.   Venice had reacted vio-
lently against Manuel's milder method of expulsion in 1171;
it had now a still more grievous injury to avenge, and took
more determined measures to assure success.   It appealed to
its ally, William II of Sicily, to join it in a direct attack on
Constantinople, and William (who had already had the vision
of an imperial crown when his marriage with Manuel's daugh-
ter had been mooted) threw himself whole-heartedly into the
enterprise.1   It was the easier because the Byzantine govern-
ment was distracted by civil discord and threatened by other
invasions as well   The sultan of Iconium was advancing on
1 He justified his expedition by declaring that he came to restore the
rightful ruler to the throne. An impostor, pretending to be Alexius II,
appeared in Italy, and was supported by William II, just as Robert Guiseard
had championed the cause of a pseudo-Michael in his first invasion of Greece.

